
 
 
 
 
 
Aloha, 
 
My name is Jacie Chang and I am a student of University of Hawai’i at Hilo. I was 
born and raised on Hawai’i island. On most days, Mauna Kea is hidden from the 
clouds but on clear days, I automatically feel enlightened just by looking at her. 
Although I am not biologically Hawaiian, I do appreciate, value and respect the 
Hawaiian culture. I have a good understanding of how sacred this mauna is and 
how much history and mana this mauna holds. Aside from the cultural 
significance of Mauna Kea, I strongly feel deep down that the construction of the 
Thirty Meter Telescope is wrong in all aspects.  
 
It really saddens me to know that Hawai’i’s own university is supporting the 
desecration of this sacred mauna. From what I understand when listening to those 
representing the university, it is mostly about the money. But what’s going to 
happen when our waters are contaminated? We cannot drink the money that will 
be profited off of this telescope. Mauna Kea is our protector. She has protected us 
and continues to protect us, as well as the rest of the state. There is no price tag 
that we can put on her because in my eyes, she is priceless. Once she is destroyed, 
there is no possible way to put her back the way she was found. She is Hawai’i 
islands main aquifer and with 12 existing telescopes already up on Mauna Kea, 
there have already been mercury leaks that can lead to many complications, 
including death. If we can prevent from these things from happening, why 
wouldn’t we? Instead of focusing on the now, we should look into the future. I 
would like my keiki, and all future generations to have the same privileges as I, to 
drink fresh, clean water and to value and appreciate our sacred Mauna Kea without 
having to look a massive telescope. I do not feel that the study of space will be 
worth it, or  benefit us in the coming years when the TMT is outdated. 
 
Department of Land and Natural Resources’ mission statement is as follows: 
 
“Enhance, protect, conserve and manage Hawaii’s unique and limited natural, 
cultural and historic resources held in public trust for current and future 
generations of the people of Hawaii nei, and its visitors, in partnership with others 
from the public and private sectors.” 
 
It is very unclear to me as to why they are supporting the desecration of Mauna 
Kea when they are supposed to be here to protect and aloha our ‘āina. In no way 
does the building of TMT support DLNR’s mission statement. 


